St Joseph’s RC Church
Tatton Street, St Petersgate, Stockport, SK1 1EJ
Tel: 0161 480 3164 Parish Email: stockportshrine@gmail.com
www.stjosephsrcchurchstockport.org.uk / www.eucharisticshrine.com
Parish Priest: Fr Sean Davidson frseandavidson@gmail.com
14™ December 2025 — 3" Sunday Advent Year A

Mass Times and Intentions:

Saturday 13" S5pm Caroline Howard RIP

Sunday 14" 9.30am (with Children’s Liturgy)  |November List

3" Sunday Advent Year A 11.30am (with Gregorian Chant) People of the Parish

Monday 15" 12 noon For all of our Benefactors

Tuesday 16" 12 noon Joanne Kiely RIP

Wednesday 17" 12 noon Tim Dalzell & Jamie Plaumer-Squire

Thursday 18" 12 noon Vera Jenkins RIP

Friday 19" 12 noon Tony Kiely

Saturday 20" S5pm Mary O’Brien RIP

Sunday 21* 9.30am (with Children’s Liturgy)  |Sr Maureen O’Driscoll RIP

4™ Sunday Advent Year A 11.30am (with Gregorian Chant) People of the Parish

Daily Schedule Monday - Friday |Saturday Sunday

Mass 12 noon 5pm 9.30am (with Children’s Liturgy)
11.30am (with Gregorian Chant)

Eucharistic Adoration 7am-9pm

Confessions 11lam-11.45am 4pm-4.45pm  |On request

Rosary for Vocations 11.20am 1lam

Our Christmas Mass times will be:

Christmas Eve Wednesday 24™ December 7.30pm Carols
8pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day Thursday 25" December 10am

Please note Adoration will finish
at 9pm on Tuesday 23" December and resume on Monday 5" January at 7am

We pray for our sick: Jacobi Hill, Maria Sandiford, Jane Coupes, John McCormick, Michael Philbin, Linda
Abel, Ged Gibbons, Robyn Gibbons, Laurie Glenn, Carmel Mayo, Anthony Healey, Margaret Runcieman, Ron
Runcieman, Doreen Rowan, Mary McTigue, Oliver Gilsenan, Michael John Ford, Roy Curran, Marion Williams,
Celia Meehan, Nathan Hatfield, Angela Mullin, Keith Morris, Pat Morris, Lesley Morris, Maureen McGuire,
Rosemarie Hurley, Bobby Henshall, Tony Kiely, Kathleen Grimes, Terry Simms, James Croston, John Wallis,
Wyn Ah-tou, Toni Wilson, Derek Boulton, Marcela Robinson and all those who are sick.

Recently Deceased: We pray for all those who have died recently.

Anniversaries: We remember all those whose anniversaries occur at this time.

Mass Intentions: Envelopes are available at the back of the church if you would like to request a Mass said for
your intentions. Please post the envelope through the presbytery door once completed. We are approx 5 months
behind. If you require a specific date, we will try our best to do that date or as near it as possible.

Money Matters: we received £726.13 in the collection last week. This weekend we will have a second collection
for Caritas. Thank you very much.

Live-streaming: www.churchservices.tv/stjosephsrcchurchstockport.
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Flowers for Christmas: if you would like to make a donation towards Flowers for Christmas, please use one of
the envelopes at the back of church and post through the presbytery door.

Parish Safeguarding Representative: Rosemary Linnane. If you have any concerns about safeguarding of
children or vulnerable adults, please contact Rosemary in the strictest confidence. Details on the noticeboards.

Walsingham 2026 Pilgrimage: is from 4-8 May 2026. Bookings are now being taken with the expected cost to
be a maximum of £450 in standard accommodation and £530 in ensuite. Cost includes coach travel and half
board. If you would like to book you will need to pay a non refundable deposit of £100 by 25 October 2025.
Please email shelaghclarinet@virginmedia.com for a booking form and further details.

Vacancy: A vacancy has arisen for the role of Cook within St Joseph’s Eucharistic Shrine, Stockport. This is a
permanent appointment requiring 9 hours per week; days to be negotiated. Rate of Pay — £12.60 per hour.
Applications should be sent to Pauline McCulloch recruitment@dioceseofshrewsbury.org Further details are
available on the Diocesan website https://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/latest-vacancies

Christmas Fun Run Saturday 27" December: An opportunity to enjoy the great outdoors over the Christmas
period, whilst also supporting communities around the world to lift themselves out of poverty. Adult, child and
family entrance fees available; runners and walkers welcome. We are also in need of volunteers to help out on the
day. Please contact events@cafod.org.uk for more information or visit website: cafod.org.uk/Bollington

Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10: The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the
crocus; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the
majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak
hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not! Behold, your
God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue
of the mute sing for joy. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Sion with singing; everlasting
joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Responsorial Psalm: Come, Lord, and save us.

James 5:7-10: Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient.
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brothers and
sisters, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As an example of suffering and
patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he has sent me to proclaim good news
to the poor. Alleluia.

Matthew 11:2-11: At that time: When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his
disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’ And Jesus answered
them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed
and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the
one who is not offended by me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man
dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. ‘What then did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, “Behold, I send my
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.” ‘Truly, I say to you, among those born of
women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he.’

The Holy Father’s prayer intention for December

For Christians in areas of conflict

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East,

might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.
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